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hs after an evaluation of the harvest of £945-1947, Geruan av*horities | 
tateretned that in the Russian cone the 1946 havvest, coupered with ‘ 
thet of prewicus years, had fallen off heavily. irdividvel Lena | 
Br ‘Provinces aise showed considerable decline: shout fifty percent | 
iewer than the good harvests of 1938 and about thirty percent Lower | 
than the averages of the war years 104 ‘Onl 044, The decrease was 
Jenger in Mecklenburg-Vorp sommern and Brandenburg than in the other | 
Lends, @ situation attributed to tack of trective gower and to 
lowered soll cultivation. The exact Slgures are: : 
{ 
Me Ci. Lenburg-Vorpomnern ' 
ums /hecteres 2933 Average 1080~4g 1546 | 
oy “On yo ee me) ; 5 
3 wegetubles 2055 340 a 
184 gi 9, 180 ae } | 
287 40 a 72.0 - ‘| 
Wark Brandenburg : 
; 
Groin 21,6 18,0 Cue 
Locarinous vegetab) I4 9 13,5 W 50 
FORE 80a LFF 3G L43,0 og gtd 
Susur beets 305.0 269 ,O 135,0 ; 
b 
&é. kn individual special ities, these OnSigasably 
atwered, aS, Pov examp Neeoklentn. anKnoer wheat 
in 1946 was only tweni Vé Dercant of and only | 
43.4 peseent of the avorage war yleld, In. Branderbe arg Por vse same | 
crope, the Pigures are 32.2 percent of the 1938 hsrvest and 46,8 | 
percent Gf the average war vear harvests, tn beth Lands, turnip | 
oroduction declined fifty-three and forty-six percent from the 1938 
and the 1940-44 average respectively. Rape reached only twenty-one 
percent of the wae year harysst in Bec! anburg~Vorpomiern and chirty- 
aight yvercent in Brandenbu: CONE py: cpewlousi¢ 
composed of laree estates and we iy strong ls arfected 
oy the jand reform. i 
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Saxony-Anhalt in 3938 harvested 290 kilograms of beet sugar per 
hectare, an average of about 288 kilograms in the war years, and 
in 1946 only about sixty-six percent of the latter figure. 


Poor harvests in the first piace are attributed to inappropriate 
orders from regional headquarters. In many cases, an increase in 
amounts for delivery was arbitrarily imposed by Russian commandants. 
With crop and delivery arrangements thus disrupted, seed prain was 
sollected, Requisitions up to 100 percent of the harvest were set 
for 5 September or 1 November 1946, In some places where a hundred 
percent delivery of turnips and potatoes was demanded and carried 
out, the peasants had to be furnished with bread cards. 


Seriousiy short harvests reached only twenty-two, twenty-three, 
forty, or fifty percent of preseribed deliveries, The principai 
“auses of shortages were the seizure of seedcorn stocks, turnip 
plants, and vegetables, and the reaping of seedgrain fields fer 
consumption purposes, A second cause was the damage to grain 
oecasioned by the fact that loading of grain had to be earried on 
during the rainy season 35 well as after threshing. The arbitrary 
narvesting of sugar beets befor® the potato harvest had a ais-~ 
advantageous effect on the growth of the sugar beets. As a result 
of the seizure of seedgrain, the winter planting was short. Also 
beeause of the shifting of threshing to the time of the autumn 
planting, in some piaces up to fifty percent of the soli had to 

be left uncultivated. In consequence of orders {neompativie with 
the climate, the hoelng crops ipotatoes, turnips, and cabbages) 
were endangered by the incidence of night frosts. 


The lack of tractive power appeared in one official district in 
Kreis Neubrandenburg-Vecklenburg in the following comparison: 


Normaz condition of tractive power Current available tractive 
, power 
15 Steam power {Dampfs&tze) 4 Sieam power 
2000 Horses 700 Horses 
200 Tractors. 25 Tractors 
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